
Columbia Friends of the Electric Trail (CFET) 
Meeting Minutes     

August 2, 2021


Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Columbia Friends of the Electric Trail was called to order at 6:05pm on  August  2, 2021 by Ron Rich, Chair in the Community Room at Kinderhook Memorial Library.
Present
Robin Benziger, Jerry Callahan, Lee Jamison, Jake Samascott, Deb Shakotko, Ron Rich, David Kolb
Not Present: Paul Webber,  Lisa Hendler
Public: Juergen & Gail Babirad, Jim & Bonnie Dunham
Review  July12, 2021 Meeting Minutes and July 19, 2021 Special Meeting
Tabled to next month due to distribution problems with internet service
Treasurer and Budget Status Reports
Reports presented by Deb thru July 31, 2021.  Reports attached and distributed prior to meeting.
Revenue $1,061.00
Expense $6,104.00
Closing Balance $19,907.15
Income has been memberships , donation and tee shirt sales. Deb noted that Jessica Hansen was paid for the final Strategic Plan $4,100 from the funds received from the NY Parks and Trails Grant
Jerry moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Jake seconded, passed.
Membership Report
Ron reports 141 members: 53 individuals, 75 families, 13 sponsors
There were 4 new family memberships. Tabling at the Kinderhook Farmer’s Market has been good promotion.
Dave and Ron will table on Saturday 8-7-21
Training and Maintenance Committee Report
Ron reports that the mower crews have  completed 5 full mowing circuits of the full path. String trimming has been thoroughly done twice. Ron continues to note that some foliage is tall and overhanging the trail above the reach of trimmers and will need addressing. The County will be approached for use of larger mowing arm.  Niverville Storage Shed to arrive tomorrow.  Town of Stockport is thanked for the nice pad and ramp at the Stockport Storage Shed. 
Ron presented awards to Jake  Samascott and Jurgen Babirad for completing 5 mowing tours. Handsome, orange, Trail Crew caps given thanks to an anonymous donor.
Strategic Planning Committee Report
Robin presented the final Plan, stating they need a new cover and map. She thanked everyone for their contributions.
Web Development Report
Lee notes most sections need written updates. Ron and Deb have volunteered to tackle this. We will  meet this month to organize material for meeting with Solasus on 8-26-21. The old web is down. We discussed pros and cons of  interim donation platforms. For now, we will deal with checks and cash.
Grant Updates
Bank of Green County gave a donation of $100
We await news from Hudson Bank Trust and from Community Bank.
Kinderhook Farmers Market Debrief
Continues to be productive PR as noted ealier
Fall Fundraiser Planning
A tentative Fall 2021 Oktoberfest event with the Kinderhook Tri-Village Rotary is being planned. It will be a take-out, same as last year, at Samascott’s Market, with table seating (and beer) at Rifenberg Brewery on Main Street Valatie. Anne Schaefer has volunteered to do graphic design for the Fest and help with promotion. We hope to sell 400-500 tickets.
Public Comments
Positive over all, litter has been minimal
10 new parking spots at North Chatham has been helpful
Nice article in the “Conservationist” magazine and online in a BBC piece on the Empire Trail
Next Meeting
Due to Labor Day Monday, we will ask if the KML Community Room is available the following Monday.
This was successful.
Next meeting, Monday September 13, 2021 at 6pm at KML. Entrance on Sylvester Street .
Respectfully submitted,
Lee Jamison

