Columbia Friends of the Electric Trail (CFET)
Meeting Minutes (Virtual)    

June 7, 2021



Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Columbia Friends of the Electric Trail was Called to order at 6:00pm on June 7, 2021 by Ron Rich, Chair.

Present
Robin Benziger, Jerry Callahan, Lisa Hendler, Lee Jamison, Jake Samascott, Deb Shakotko, Ron Rich

Not Present: David Kolb, Paul Webber 

Review May 3, 2021 Meeting Minutes
Approved on a motion by Lee, seconded by Jake, passed.

Secretary Appointment
Ron moved that Lee Jamison be approved as Secretary since Deb will be assume duties of Treasurer as of June 7; Deb seconded, passed.

Treasurer and Budget Status Reports
Reports presented by Jerry thru June 4, 2021.  Jerry and Deb as they are in process of transitioning Treasurer responsibilities effective  June 7th.  Reports attached and distributed prior to meeting.

Revenue $0

Expense $2522.84

Closing Balance $30,770.42

It was recommended that monthly debt reduction payments of $500 be made on the previously approved UTV equipment loan from Allison Rich starting July 2021 through April 2023

Deb moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Robin seconded, passed.

Membership Report
Ron reports 129 members:49 individuals, 67 families, 13 sponsors

3 new and 3 renewals were picked up at  the June 5 World Bike Day in Kinderhook.

Training and Maintenance Committee Report
Ron and Jake reported they have completed 3 full trail mowings. It takes approx.,20 hours to mow the entire length of the Columbia County portion of the Trail. Two mowers have been working together on most parts of the trail.  String trimmer crews have completed 12  two hour shifts.  Equipment repair has included a defective generator spark plug, one mower flat tire  and  replacement of a faulty ignition switch.. Volunteer hours count toward “in kind” contributions to the Greenway. The routine will become more efficient  and require less transport time once trail head  is in place. To the north, the Niverville  trail head storage garage should be delivered in 5-6 weeks. The Stottville trail head 40 ft shipping container  will be delivered soon and additional weed removal is required at the at the site. Ron will pay the previously approved $4500 shipping container cost COD.

Strategic Planning Committee Report
Robin reported consultant Jessica Hansen will be submitting a draft report to the Committee in the near future.

Web Development Report
Lee reports we have had lots of interest and activity on our Facebook page with over a thousand views

of popular posts. We are going forward with much of Sean’s content ,though we need to update old entries.

Grant Updates
Ron reported our 2021 Greenway grant  cycle renews effective April 1st for $10,000. Approval by the Greenway Boards is expected June 11th.  Ron submitted a $900 grant application to the Hudson River Bank Foundation which will go toward a generator.   An application to Community Bank for a $1000 grant to help defray shipping container  costs is pending completion.
The Greenway has updated a very thorough section on AHET at their website which includes the historical trail signage visuals.

CFET member Anne Schaefer updated and revised  a local trail head parking map which will be distributed .to CFET members and sold to non-members. Very helpful!

Kinderhook Farmers Market Debrief
Ron, Deb and Lee tabled at the Kinderhook Farmers Market on June 5th for World Bike Day. $528 was made from shirt sales, new memberships and renewals, and donations. Ron asked to replenish tee shirt supplies.  Lee moved and Deb seconded that he spend up to $1000. Passed.

Fall Fundraiser Planning
A tentative Fall 2021 Oktoberfest event with the Kinderhook Tri-Village Rotary is being planned.  The Rotary has been   approached again for culinary services as before..   Likely location will be in he field on Rt. 9 across from Samascott’s Garden Farm in Kinderhook.  Robin and Jake are the organizers. 
Next Meeting
Monday July 12, 2021 at 6pm via Google Meetings. Thanks to Jake for sending notices. We moved the meeting for this month due to July 4th holiday.

Submitted

Lee Jamison

